Quebec Student Debating Association

Parliamentary Speaker’s Script

Junior Times

( Before you begin, write the exact resolution and the names of all debaters on the blackboard.  Check to see that judges are seated in different locations and that all debaters and officials are ready.  Consult the debaters for the pronunciation of their names. Ask all persons present to be seated. Proceed. )

The House will come to order. I am pleased to welcome you to the ____ round of the 

___________________________________________________________

The resolution before us today is _________________________________________________                                                                                                

Seated on my right and representing the Government are the Prime Minister __________________ and the Second Government speaker __________________ . 

Seated on my left and representing the Opposition are its first speaker __________________  and the Leader of the Opposition __________________ .

On behalf of the House, I would like to express a sincere welcome to our judges: ________________  , ________________ ,  ________________ , ________________ , and ________________ .

The Clerk of the House is ______________, and I, ______________ am your Speaker.

The Prime Minister and Leader of the Opposition will have  7  minutes to deliver their remarks, while the Second Government speaker and the First Opposition Speaker have  5  minutes. The Prime Minister's time will be divided between a  5  minute opening speech and a  2  minute rebuttal. Fifteen seconds grace will be allowed. I will then immediately call upon the next debater to begin his or her address. Would the timekeeper please explain the system for signaling time remaining to the debaters.  (PAUSE)
As Speaker, I will entertain Points of Order and Points of Privilege. Heckling will also be permitted, although Judges are to penalize any debater who interrupts another thoughtlessly or excessively or who lowers the level of debate.

( READ THE FOLLOWING ONLY IF POINTS ARE INFORMATION ARE ALLOWED )

Points of information are allowed in this debate. However, the first and last minute of all speeches are protected, and in the case of the Leader of the Opposition, the last three minutes. No points are information are allowed in the Prime Minister's rebuttal. Protected time will be signaled by banging the desk. 

 Are there any questions regarding the rules?  


( ANSWER ANY THAT ARE RAISED )
I call upon the Prime Minister to introduce the bill, define its terms, and outline the Government case for  5  minutes.


( PRIME MINISTER’S SPEECH )
I thank the Prime Minister for his/her remarks. I would like to remind the judges that they should not finalize any debater's score until they have heard all the speeches.  We shall now hear the first speaker for the Opposition for  5  minutes.  If the Opposition intends to contest the Government’s definition or introduce a counter-plan, it must do so during this address.


( FIRST OPPOSITION SPEECH )
I thank the member for his/her remarks.  I now call upon the second speaker for the Government to deliver his/her speech for  5  minutes.


( SECOND GOVERNMENT SPEECH )
I thank the member for his/her remarks.  The Leader of the Opposition will now deliver the last speech opposing the bill for  7  minutes. 


( LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION’S SPEECH )
I thank the Leader of the Opposition and now call upon the Prime Minister to present the Government's official rebuttal. During this  2  minute speech, no new evidence may be introduced, and new arguments may only be made in direct reply to the last constructive opposition speech.


( PRIME MINISTER’S REBUTTAL )
I thank the Prime Minister for concluding the debate. Would the judges please complete your ballot and hand it to the timekeeper when you are finished. After doing so, you are invited to make constructive comments, but I would like to remind you that you are not to indicate which team has won the debate.



( JUDGE'S COMMENTS )
On behalf of the Quebec Student Debating Association, I would like to thank the judges for their assistance. I would also like to congratulate all debaters on their performance. I would also like to congratulate all debaters on their performance. The House stands adjourned.

